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FIE R we have read the Works of a 
; Poet with Pleaſure, and reflected up- 
on them with Improvercent, we ale 
5 naturally apt to inquire into his Lite, 
= rhe Manner of his Education, a: ad 
other little Circumſtances which give a new Reauty 
to his Writings, and let us into the Genius and 
Character of their Author, To ſatisfy this gene- 
ral Inclination, and do ſome Juſtioe ty the Memon y 
A 2 . of 
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of Mr, Philips, we ſhall give the World a ſhort 
fccount of him, and his few, but excellent Com- 
poſitions. Sufficient they were, tho few, to his 
Fame, but not to our Wiſhes. 


tz was the Son of Dr. Stephen Philps, Arch- 
Deacon of Salat, born at Bampton in Oxfordſhire. 
December the zoth, Anus 1676; After he was 
well grounded in Grammar-Learning, he was ſent 
to Winchefter-School, where he made himſelf Ma- 

ſier of the Latin and Greek Languages, and was 
ſoon diſtinguiſhed for a happy Imitation of the Ex- 
ee!)encics, which he diſcovered in the beſt Claſſical 
Authors. 

Wirz this Foundation of good Eearning, and 
very early Promiſes of a farther Improvement in 
all uſeful Studies, he was removed to Chriſt-Churco 
in Oxford. From his frſt Entrance into that U- 
niverſity, he was very much eſteemed for the Sim- 


plicity of his Manners, the Agreeableneſs of his þ 
Converſation, and the uncommon Delicacy of his | 


Genius. All his Univerſity Exerciſes were receive} 
with Applauſe; and in that Place, ſo famous for 
good Senſe, and a true Spirit, he, in a ſhort time, 
gc to be ſuperioui to moſt of his Contempora- 
- where, to have been their Equal ouly, had 


lies; 
becn 
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been a ſufficient Praiſe, There it was, that fol- 
lowing the natural Bent of his Genius, beſide 
other valuable Authors, he became acquainted with 
Mr. Milton, whom he ſtudied with Application, 

and traced him in all his ſucceſsful Tranſlations 
from the Ancients, There was not an Alluſion in 
his Paradiſe Loft, drawn from the Thoughts, or 
Expreſſions of Homer, or 1 which he could 
not immediately refer to; and by that, He per- 
ccived what a peculiar Life, and Grace, their Sen- 
timents added to Engliſb Poetry; how much their 
images raiſed its Spirit; and what Weight and 
Beauty their Words, when Tranſlated, gave to its 
Language, Nor was he leſs curious in obſerving 
the Force and Elegaucy of his Mother-Tongue, 
but, by the Example of his Darling Ailton, ſearched 
backwards into the Works of ourOldEmr liſh Pocts, 

to furniſn himſelf with proper, founding, 8 
ern Expreſſions, and prove the due Extenr, 

nd Compaſs of the Lan nage. For this purpoſe, 
bs carefully read over Chaucer, ad Spenſer; and, 
afrerwards, in his Writings, did not ſcruple to 
revive any Words, or Phraſes, which he thought 
deſerved it; with that modeſt Liberty, which Ih- 
race allows of, either in the Coining of new, or 

Reſtoring of antient Expreſſions. Yet tho' he was 

2 profeſſed Admire of theſe Authors, it was not 

A 3 from 
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from any View of appearing in Publick ; for ſuch 
was his Modeſty, that he was the only Perſon who 
did not think himſelf qualified for it: He read for 
his own Pleaſure ; and Wricing was the only thing 
he declined, wherein he was capable of pleaſing 
others, Nor was he ſo in Love: with Poetry, as 
to negle& any other Parts of good Literature, 
which either their Uſefulneſs, or his own Genius, 
excited him to purſue, He was very well verſed 
in the whole Compaſs of Natural Philoſophy ; Þ 
aud ſeemed, in his Studies, as well as his Writings, | 
to have made Virgil his Pattern, and often to have | 
broke out with him into the following rapturous 


With ; 


P 


Me verò primim dulces ante omnia Muſe, = © 
Quarum ſacra fero ingenti perculſus amore, 


Accipiant; celique vias 69 fidera monſtrent ; 


Defe&us Solis varios, Luneque labores : 


- 
n * r E e 


Uuds tremor terris; qui vi maria alta tumeſcant 
Objicibus ruptis, rurſuſque in ſe ipſa refidant : 
Quid tantum Oceano properent ſe tingere Soles 
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Hyberni ; vel qua tardis mora noctibus obſtet. 


Georg, lib. II. 
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Give me the Vays of wandring Stars to ke m. 
The Depths of Heaven above, and Farth below. 
Teach me the various Labours of the Moon, 
And whence proceed th Eclipſes of the Sun. 
Why flowing Tides trevail upon the Main, 

And in what dark Receſs they ſhrink ay ain. 
What ſhakes the ſolid Earth, what Cauſe delays, 
The Summer Nights, and ſhortens Winter Days, 

Dryden. 


My. Philips was no leſs paſſionate an Admirer 
5 Nature; and, it is probable, that he drew his 
own Character, in that Deſcription which he gives 


„F a Philoſophical and Retired Life, at the latter 
End of the fiſt Book of his CTDFR. | 


. XH to bis Labours hier, 
Gladſome, intent on ſomewhat that may caſe 
Unhealthy Mortals, and with curious Search 


Examines all the Properties of Herbs, 
Fyſſili and Minerals, that th embowell'd Earth 
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Diſplays, rf by his nduftry he can 
Benefit Human Races. 


AN p we have good Reaſon to believe, that much 
might have been attained to, many new Diſcove- 
ries made, by fo diligent an Enquirer, and fo faith- 
ful a Recorder of Phyſical Operations. However, 
tho Death prevented our Hopes in that reſpect, 
yet the admirable Paſſages of that Kind, which we 


fd in his Poem on CYD ER, may convince us of | 


the Niceneſs of his Obſervations in Natural Cau- 
ies : Beſide this, he was particularly skilled in all 
manner of Antiquities, eſpecially thoſe of his own 
Couatry ; and Part of this too, he has, with much 
Art and Beauty, intermixed with his Poetry. 


As to his private Character, he was beloved by 
all that knew him, and admired by thoſe who did 
not; ſomewhat reſerved, and ſilent among Stran- 
gers, but free, familiar, and eaſy with his Friends: 
The firſt was, "the Effect of his Modeſty ; the latter, 
of his chearful Innocence: The one was, the pro- 
per Caution of a Wiſe Man ; the other, the good 
Humour of a Friend. He was averſe to contenti- 
ous Diſputes ; and thought no Time fo ill fpent, 
and no Wit ſo ill uſed, as that which was employed 
in ſuch Debates, Thus he never contributed to the 

Uneaſi- 


n 


reer 


CAN — — | 1 [- — << A. td wot — 


P 


1 rr . n W 


Mr. JOHN PHIIIPSõS. 9 


Uneaſineſs of his Company, but often to their In- 
ſtruction, always to their Pleaſure. As on the one 
hand, he declined all Strokes of Satire; ſo, on the 
other, he deteſted Flattery as much; and, I believe, 
would rather have been contented with the Cha- 
rater of a dull Man, than that of a witty,or ſervile 
one, at the Expence of his Humanity, or Sincerity. 
THis Sincerity, indeed, was his diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racter; and made him as dear to all good Men, as 
his Wit and Learning did to all Favourers of true 
Senſe, and Letters, 


Uror all theſe Accounts, 8 his Stay in 
the Univerſity, he was ho: naured with the Acquain- 
tance of the beſt and politeſt Men in it; many of 
whom, who now make conſiderable Figures, both 
in the State, and in the Republick of Learning, 
would think it no Difgrace to have their Names 
mentioned, as Mr, Piilipa's Friends. And here we 
muſt not omit that particular Friendſhip which he 
contracted with Mr. Edmund Smith, Author of the 
incomparable Tragedy of Phedra and Hpfolitus; 
and who, upon his Deccaſe, celebrated his Memory 
in a fine Poem; and ſoon after, followed him to 
the Grave, Theſe Iwo often communicated their 
Thoughts to each other; and as their Studies lay 


the fame Way, much to their mutual Satistaction, 
and 
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and Improvement. For, as the Mind takes no 
greater Pleaſure than in a free and unreſerved Diſ- 
covery of its own Notions, ſo it can reapno greater 
Profit than in the Correction it meets with from 
the Judgment of a ſincere Friend. This, we make 
no doubt, was as pleaſant as any part of Mr, Phi- 
dips's Life, who had a Soul capable of reliſhing all 
the fineſt Enjoyments of ſublime, vertuous, and 
elegant Spirits. I am ſure, Mr. Smith, in his 
Poem to his Memory, ſpeaks of it as what moſt 
affected him, and pathetically complains for the 
Loſs of it. 


Whom ſhall ] find unbyaſt d in Diſpute, 
Eager to learn, unwilling to confute : 
To whom the Labouvs of my Soul difclofe, 


| Reveal my Pl:afure, or diſcharge my Moes? 
Oh! in that Haan uh Touth for ever ends 


The beſt of Sons, of Brothers, and of Friends. | 


IT is to be deplored, indeed, that Two great 
Geniuſes, in whoſe Power it was to have obliged 
the World ſo much, ſhould make fo ſhort a Stay 
in ir; tho' had their Date been longer, we can 
hardly fay, that Time would have added any thing 
but Number to their Compoſitions, It was their 

Happineſs 
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Happineſs to give us all their Pieces perfect in their 
kind; the Accuracy of their Judgment not ſuffer- 
ing them to publiſh without the greateſt Care and 
Correctneſs. For haſty Fruits, the common Pro- 
duct of every injudicious Fancy, ſeldom continue 
long, never come to Maturity, and are at beſt Food 
only for debauched and vitiated Palates. Theſe 
Men thought, and conſidered before they ſat down 
to write; and after they had written too, being 
ever the laſt Perſons who were ſatisfied that they 

nd performed well; and even then, perhaps, more 
in Compliment to the Opinion of others, than 
rom the Conviction of their own Judgments, 


Br it is now time that we lead our Author from 
Wis Univerſity Friend to ſome of a higher Rank, 

among whom he met with an equal Applauſe and 
Admiration. The Reaſon of his coming to Town, 

vas the Perſuaſion of ſome Great Perſons, who en- 
pped him to write upon the Battle of BLEI N- 
EHEIM ; and, how well their Expectations were 
&nfwered, it will be more proper to mention when 
e ſpeak of his Works. "Tis enough at preſent to 
bſerve, that this POEM brought him into Fayour 
und Eſteem with * Two of the moſt eminent En- 
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n nerd. nd Viſcount Bolingbroke, 


couragers 
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couragers and Patrons of Letters that have appeared 
in our Age: The one, famous for his Politica! 
Knowledge and Univerſal Learning ; the other, 
diſtingviſhed for the different Talents of a refined 
and polite Genius, and an indefatigable Application 
to Buſineſs, joined with an exquiſite and ſucceſsful 
Penetration in Affairs of the higheſt Concern. 


Howrvrs, tho' he was much reſpected by 


theſe, and other noble Patrons, yet from the modcii 
Diſt: uſt he entertained of himſelf, it was not with 

out ſome Pain that he enjoyed their Company; and 
the Fear cf offending, oftentimes made him leſs 
ſtudious of Pleaſing. Such was the humble Opi- 
nion that he conceived of his own good Qualitics, 


that it made them leſs conſpicuous to others; as it 


he was aſhamed that his Vertues were greater; he 
choſe rather to obſcure thoſe which he really had, 
than to place them in that ornamental Light which 
they deſerved. I ſpeak this only with reſpect to hi: 
Converſation with his Superiors, who, knowing 
his true Worth, were more pleaſed with his Endes 
vours to diſguiſe it, than if he had ſer it off Wir 
11] the oftentatious Gaiety what Men of much Wir, 
but little Humility, and good Breeding, general!) 
affect. As this decent Silence did not prejudice tlu 
Great againſt his Wit, fo neither did his unfolici— 
to 
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J tovs Eaſineſs in his Fortune at all hinder the Marks 
their Favour and Munificence. True it is, that he 
, x never prais'd any one with a ſordid View, nor ever 
» IF lacrificed his Sincerity to his Intereſt, having a Soul 
, 2 :»bove ennobling the Vicious; and as he gave his 
11 


x Characters with the Spirit of a Poet, he obſerved 
at the ſame time the Fidelity of an Hiſtor ian. 
his, indeed, was a Part which diſtinguiſhed him 

as much from almoſt all other Poers, as his Manner 

i of Writing did; he being one of thoſe few who 

were equally averſe to Flattery and Detraction. 

ie never went out of his Way for a Canegyrick, 
or forced his Invention to be ſubſervient to his 

i- 4 Gratirude; but interwove his Characters ſo well 


25, wich the Thread of his Poetry, and adapted them 
1: PF {© juſtly to the Merit of the Perſons, that they 
le 1! appear Natural, Beautiful, and of a Piece with 


the Poem, It it be reckoned diſſicult to praiſe 
well; for our Author not to err, in ſuch a Variety, 
is much more ſo, and looks like the maſterly Hand 
oda great Painter, who can draw all forts of Beau- 
ties, and at the lame time that he gives them their 
proper Charms, happily diſtinguiſhes then trons 
each other, In thorr, to purſue the Metaphor, 
there is nothing gaudy in his Colours, nothing 
{if or affeted in his Manner; and all the Linca- 

B ments 
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ments are ſo exact, that an indifferent Eye may, 
at firit View, diſcover who ſar for the Picture. 


Fro this general View of his Writings, I ſhail 
now paſs on to particular; of which it is to be 
withed, there were a larger, as well as a better, than 
the following Account. I have heard a Story oi 
an eminent Preacher, who, out of an obſtinate 
Modeſty, could never be prevailed upon to print 
bur one Sermon, ( the beſt, perhaps, that ever 
palled the Preſs ) to which the Publick gave the 
litle of Dr. CRADOCK's WORKS. The 
lame, with much Jullice, may be given to the Poe. 
tical Compoſitions which our excellent Author has 
publiſhed, and which may challenge that Name 


more deſervedly, than all the migity Volumes 0 
plofuſe and negligent Writers. 


Tur firſt of theſe, was the Splendid Shilling, 
a Title as new and uncommon for a Foem, as his 
Way of adorning it was, and which, in the Opt 
nion of one of the bel and moſt unprejudic'd 
ſudges of this Age, it the fineſt Purieſque Fen: 
n the Þritiſh Language; nor was it only thi 
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fineſt of that kind in our Tongue, but handled in 
2 manner quite different from what had been made 
uſe of by any Author of our own, or other Na- 
tions; the Sentiments and Style being in this 
both new; whereas in thoſe, the [eſt lies more 
in Alluſions to the Thoughts and Fables of the An- 
cients, than in the Pomp ot the Expreſſion. The 
ſme Humour is continued thro' the whole, and 
not unnaturally diverſified, as moſt Poems of that 
Nature have been before, Out of that Variety 
of Circumſtances, which his fruitful Invention 
muſt ſuggeſt to him on ſuch a Subject, he lias not 
choſen any but what are diverting to every Reader, 
and ſome, thar none but his inimitable Dreſs 
could have made diverting to any, When we 
read it, we are betrayed into a Pleafure that we 
:ould not expect; tho, at the ſame time, the Sub- 
limity of the Style, and Gravity of the Phraſe, 
ſeem to chaſtiſe that Laughter which they pro- 
voke, 


In her heſt Lizht the connck Muſe appears, 


When ſbe, with borrow'd Pride, the x Buskin wears, 


— —— — 2 . — — 1 x 


See Mr, Scmith's Pocm, before mem ioned, 
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Tals was the firſt Piece that made him known 
to the World; and, tho' printed from an incor- 
rect Copy, gained him an univerſal Applauſe z and 
(as every thing new in its Kind does) ſet many 
Imitators to work; yet none ever came up to the 
{umour and happy Turn of the Original. A 
genuine Edition of it came out ſome Years. af- 
ter: for he was not ſo ſolicitous for Praiſe, as to 
haſten even that, which by the Earneſt he received 
from the Publick, he might modeſtly aſſure him- 
te!f would be a Procurer of it. 


Tur next of his Poems was that, entituled 
FLEINFKHEIM; wherein he ſhews, that he 
could uſe the ſame ſublime and nervous Style 
as properly on a ſerious and heroick Subject, a: 
he had betore done on one of a more light and 
tud:crons Nature, We have ſaid before, at whoſe 
RequeR this was wrote; tho le would willingly 
have declined that Undertaking, had not the POW. 
erful Incitements of his Friends prevailed upon 
him, to give up his Modeſty to their Judgment, 
The Exzordium of this Piece, is a juſt Alluſion to 
the Beginning of the Aneid, (if that be FI R- 
G1 L's) and that of SPENSERs Fairy Queen. 
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2 
Frou low and abject Themes the grov ! ng Muſe © | 
2 | 


$ Now mounts Aria”, to ſing of Arms 


4 1 Triumphant, and emblazs the Martial Acts 
7 Of Britain's Hr 

1 

A 


Tur Spirit is kept on the ſame to the End; 
dne Whole being full of Noble *entiments, and 
Majeſtick Numbers, equal to the Hero whom it 
extollsz and not admitting of any Rival, (ex- 
-zpt Mr. Addiſon's Campaign) on the ſime Oc— 
-2hon, I cannot forbear mentioning one beauti- 
ta! Imitation of VIX GIII, in his Digreſſion up- 
on the Poetical Elizium, where the famous —— 


2 
* 
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% II Mercellus eris . is ſo happily tranſlated 
and applied, that it thews the Spirit of I'"/RGI[L* 
better than all the Labours of his Commentators : 


6 | 3 [here, ſpeaking of the late Marquiſs of BLAND- - 
« 4 FORD, he ſays; 
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Had thy preſidine Star froputions icin, 
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Tur Addreſſes to his Patrons are very fine and 
artificial; the firſt, juſt and proper; and the lat- 
rer of FR MEMMIUS, exaQly appoſite to 
him, to whom all the Polite Part of Mankind a- 
gree, 1n applying that of the Roman ; | 


- One; Tu Den trmpore in umi 


Ommbus ornatum voluiſti excellere rebus, 


As to his CYDER, it is one ( if not the 
enly) finiſh'd Poem, of that Length, extant in ou: 
Language; the Foundation of that Work was laid, 
and the firſt Book compoſed at Oxford ; the ſe- 
cond, for the moſt part, in Town. He was deter- 
mined to the Choice ot that Subject, by the vio- 
(ent Paſhon he had, to do ſome Honour to his 
Native Country ; and has therefore exerted all 
the Powers of Genius and Art to make it complete, 
it is founded upon the Mode] of VIRGIL's 
Georpicks; and comes the ncareſt of any other, to 
that admirable Poem, which the Criticks prefer 
to the Divine AÆneid. Yet, tho it is eaſy to 
diſcern who was his Guide in that difficult Way, 
we may obſerve, that he comes after rather like a 


Purſuer, than a Follower, not tracing lum 0 
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after Step, but chooſing thoſe Paths in which he 
might eaſieſt overtake him. All his Imitations are 
Aer from being ſervile, tho' ſometimes very cloſe ; 
» [2 2t other times, he brings in a new Variety, and 
entertains us with Scenes more unexpected and. 
pleaſing, perhaps, than his Maſters themſelves were 
to thoſe who firſt ſaw that Work. The Conduct 
and Management are ſuperiour to all other Copy- 
ers of that Original; and, even the admired R 4- 
PIN is much below him, both in Deſign and 
Succeſs ; for the Frenchman cither fills his Gar- 
dent with the idle Fables of Antiquity, or new 
r | Transformations "of his own ; and has, in Con- 
tradition to his own Rules of Criticiſm, . injudi- 
cionſly blended the ſerious aud ſublime Style of 
VIRGIL, with the elegant Turns of 071 
- | in his Metamorphoſis, Nor has the great Genius 
s Þ of Mr. COWLEY ſucceeded better in his Books 
1 Bo Pants, who, beſides the ſame Faults with the 
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e. I former, is | continoally varying his Numbers from 
S WM oe ſort of Verſe to another, and alluding to re- 
0 mote Hints of Medicinal Writers, which, tho al- 
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1 lod to be uſeful, are yet ſo numerous, that 
0 Þ they flatten the Dionity of the Verſe, and fink 
'> Wit from a Pen to à Treatiſe of Phy/ch. It is. 


a : at out of Envy to the Merit ot theſe great 
p | Men 
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Men _ who will ever be ſuch in ſpite of En- 

vy) that we take; Notice of theſe Miltakes, but 
ouly to ſhew the Judgment of him who followed 
them, in avoiding to commit the lame, What- 
ever Scenes he preſents ns with, appear delicate and 
charming; the Philoſophical Touches {urprize, the 
Moral inſtruct, and the Gay Deſcriptions tranſport 
the Reader, Sometimes he opens the Bowels ot 
the Earth; at others, he paints its Surface; ſome- 
times he dwells upon its lower Products, aud 
Fruits; at others, mounts to its higher and more 


ſtately Plantations, and then beautifies it with the 


innocent ren. of its Inhabitants. Here we 
are taught the Nature and Variety of Souls, there 
the Difference ot Vegetables, the Sports of a Ru- 
ral, tne Retirement of a Contemplative Life, the 
working Genius of the Husbandman, the Induſiry 
or. the Mechanick, contribute as much to diver- 
lity, as the due n of exalted Patriots, He- 
racs, and Stateſinen, to raiſe and ennoble the Poc- 
try. The Change of Seaſons, and their Difti::- 
&j ons, introduced by the Riſing and Setting ct 
the Stars, the Effects of Hear, Cold, Show ers 
aud Tempeſts, are in their oe "= WP very 
namental, and their Deſcriptions lnferiou; ( 

to thoſe of VIRGIL: 
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Ir would be difficult, as well as uſcleſs, to give 
particular Inſtances of his Tmitations of the laſt 
mentioned et: Men of Taſte and Learning will 
'emfelves obſerve them with Pleaſure ; and it 
would be to no purpoſe to quote them to the Hli- 
terate: To the one, it would be a fort of an 
Aſfront; to the other, but an inſipid Entertain- 
ent. MILTON, we are informed, could re- 
peat the beſt Part of HOMER; and the Per- 
ſon of whom we write, could do the ſame of 
J 611, and by continually reading him, tor- 
mately equalled the Variety of his Numbers. 
his alône ought to be a ſufficient Anſwer to 
thoſe who wiſh this Poem had been wrote in 
Haine, ſince then it muſt have loſt half its Beau- 
tes; it being impoſſible, but that the ſame un- 
diſtinguiſhible Tenour of Verſification, and Re- 
tums of Cloſe, ſhould make it very unharmo-— 
nious to a judicious and muſical Ear. The beſt 
[1\12es of our Nation have given their Opinions 
avninſt Rhyme, even they who uſed it with the 
greateſt Admiration and Succeſs,could not forbear 
condemning the Practice. I am not ignorant, to 
wht a Height ſome modern Writers have carried 
this Art, and adapted it to expreſs the moſt ſub- 


| line ZJeas; yet this has been in much {horter 


Poems 
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Poems than the preſent; and J doubt not, but 
the ſame Perſons would have reieted it, were they 
to write upon the like Occaſion. Iſhall not ſo fa: 
enter into the Diſpute concerning the Preference 
of theſe different Manners of Writing, as to ſtate 
and anſwer the Objections on each fide. It is trug, 
Mr. DRY DEN thought that MI IL. TON 
Choice oF Blank Verſe proceeded from his Inabi- 
lity to Niue well; and, as good a Reafon might 
ealily be given for his own Choice; it being cers 
tain, he had the perfect Art and Myſtery of one, 
and could have been but ſecond in the other. 


Howevir, we leave this Quefiion to be de- 
cided by. thoſe, whoſe Studies and Deſigns to ex» 
cell in Poetry, may. oblige them to a more exact} 
Enquiry: For my part, F think it no more a Dif- 
reputation to M. PHILIPS, that he did uct 
write in Nhe, than it is to VIRGIIL, that ke 


has not compoled Odes or Elegizs,. The Bent ol 


our 8 enius is what we ought to purſue; and it we 
anſwer our Deſigus in that, it is ſufficient. The 
Critics would make a Man laugh, to hear thein 
gravely diſputing from little Hints of thoſe Au- 
thors, whether VINCI could not have wr." 
bitter Satyr, or HOR ACE a good Epic Pc- 


em. 
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= BrrT to return from this Digreſſion to my De- 
„ T would not have it thought that 1 preſume 
"Y * 


to make a Criticiſm upon the Works of our Au- 


bor, or thoſe of others, Theſe are only the 


Sentiments of one who is indifferent how they 
me received, if they have the good Fortune not 
„ prejudice his Memory, for whoſe ſake they 

cre written, T hall add but one Remark more 


& un this Subjet, which is the great Difficulty 


irt making our FEngliſ Names of Plants, Soils, 
& Animals, and Inftruments, thine in Verſe : There 
' Wer any of thoſe, which, in the Latin 
# Jongue, are not in themſclves beautiful and ex- 

preſſive; and very few in our own, which do not 
| rather debaſe than exalt the Style. And yet, I 
zinc not by what Art of the Poet, theſe Words, 
th in themſelves mean and low, ſeem not to fink 
tze Digniry of his Style, but become their Fla. 
ces as well as thoſe of a better and more har- 
10010us Sound. 


g |CanxoT leave the CDE R, without taking 
7 'N>tice, that the two Books ere addreſſed to two 
[ (3xntlemen, of whom it is envugh to ſay, that 


q ts cy were Mr. PHILIP's Friends and Favourers, 
and 
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and whoſe Characters, without the Help of 2 | 
wen er Hand, will be tranſmitted to Poſterity. 
Nor muſt we omit that fignal Honour which 1 
Piece received after his Deceaſe, in being tran- 


flated into ſtalian by a Nobleman of Florenc, 
an Honour which the great 1 BOT[LE AU was 
proud his Art of Poetry obtained, in a Language | 
of much leſs Delicacy and Politeneſs, It may | 
He ſome Pleaſure to obſerve the Turn which 
+ Mr. SM17 Hgives this Paſſage, in the follow. [4 * 
ing Verſes : 2 
. = 1 
See mighty COSMO, Counſellor and Friend, l 
©: | 
By Turni on Cos ue, and the Bard attend; + 
Rich in the Coins and Buſts of antient Rome, |? * 
F# | 
; | | 
In him he brings a noblær Treaſure home; = 
[3 
In them he mew: her Gods, and Domes defign d, 
In him the Soul of Rome, and VIRNGII 
might, Mind : = 
s 2 
Aunſicur Boileau's Art of Poetry was tranſſated into Port = 
tuguelc by 1he Count dc Ericeyra, * / 
+ See Nr, Smith's Poem. "- * 
| 49 tl 
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To him for Eaſe retires from Trils of State, 


Net half ſv proud to Govern, 4 Traute. 


A 1 1. that we have left more of iis Poet, is a 
latin ODE, inſerib d to the Honourable 
HENRY St. JOHN, Eſq; (now Lord BC» 
LINGBROKE ) which is certainly a Maſter. 
piece: The Style is pure and elegant, the Sub- 
<t of a mixt Nature, reſembling the ſublime 
Spirit, and gay, facctious Humour of HR ACE. 
From this we may form 4 judgment, that his 
Writings in that Language were not intferiout to 
thoſe he has left us in our Own ; ant as HORACE 
was one of his darling Authors, we need not 
queſtion his Ability to cxcel in his Way, as well 
5 that of the admired / /R G. 


By al the Enquiry I could make, 1 have not 
und that he ever wrote any thing more than 
what we have mentioned, nor indeed if there ate 
any, am I very ſolicitous about them, being con- 
vinced that theſe are al] which he finiſhed, and it 
would be an Injury to his Athes to print any im- 
perte® Sketches which he never deligned for rhe 
i blick. Ir might, perhaps, pleaſe ſome to fee 


the brit Eſſays of à great Genius, but confidering 
now 


C 


26 The LIFE of 


how apt we are to unpoſe upon ourſelves and 
others in Matters of that kind, it is unfair to haz- 
ard the Reputation of the Writer for the Fancy 
of the Reader, Ir is a filly Vanity that ſome Men 
have delighted in, of informing the World how 
Young they were when they compoſed ſome parti- 
cular Pieces; it they are not good, it is no matter 
at what Age they were wrote; and if they are, it 
is a great Chance if they proceed, it they do not 
write bencath themſelves. 


* 
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* 
$ 
Sy 


HS 
£ 0 


WI have almoſt as little to ſay in reſpect of om 
Author's farther Deſigns, only that we are aſſured 
by his Friends, that he intended to write a Pen 
upon the Reſurrecizon, and the Day of Judgment, 
in which, it is probable, he would not only have 
excecded all other, but even his own Performan - 
ces. That Subject, indeed, was only proper to b- 
treated of in that ſolemn Style which he make: 
ufe of and by one whoſe juſt Notions of Religi- 
on, and true Spirit of Poetry, could have carrie 
his Reader without 2 wild Enthaſfiafm : 4 


—— Extra flamm antia Mania Mundi. Lucret. 
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MILTON las given a few fine Touches upon 
the ſame; bur ſtill there remains an inexhauſtible 
Store of Materials to be drawn from the Prophets, 
tre Fahnnſs,and the other Þiſpire Writers whicl > 
in his Poetical Dreſs, might, without the falſe 
Boaſting of Old Poets, have endured to the Pay 
that it deſcribed, The meaneſt Soul, and the low- 
ci: Imagination, cannot think of that Time, and 
tlie Deſcriptions we meet with of it in ILV Writs 
without the greateſt Emotion, and the deepeſt Im- 
preſſion. What then might we not expect from 
the believing Heart of a vo0d Man, and the regu- 
lated Fligh ts and Rapturcs of an excellent C fri- 
lian Poet? Ulis Friend, Mr. Vith, ſeems to be 
of the ſame Opinion ; and as he was a better 
judge of the X N me which he had laid down, and 
probably had ſecn the firſt Rudiments of his De- 
1:31, we ſhall finifl1 this Head with his Verſes on 
thar Occaſion : 


( 57 } had relent ng Jaun prolong d his Days, 
The tow ring Hard hat S1ng in noblor Lays, 
How the laſt Trumpet wakes the lazy Dead, 
How Samts aloft the Croſs trzumphant ſpread 3 
C2 H w 
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Fw op ning Head ns their happy Regions {how, 


Ani yawning Culphs with flammg Vengeance 


&/ow, 
Ant Samuts rejoice Above, and Smngrs how! Below. 
Hell narht be Sing the Day he could not fear, 


An? paint the Gries he was ſure to wear, 


Dost who have had either any Knowledge < 
his Perſon, or Reliſh of his Compoſitions, wil] 
eaſily agree in the Judgment here given, as the 
generality of Men ot Senſe and Learning, have al- 
;crdy done in reſpet of thoſe which he lived to 
publith, For my part, I never heard but of * One 
ehe took it in his Head to cenfure his Wiltings; 
and it is no great Compliment to his Judgment. 
that Hic has tlic Hoo to ſtand alone in that Re- 
Hexion. It were caſy to retort upon him, were it 
nat ungenerous to blaſt the Frets of his Jatte, 
Fringe, f by comparing them with the Cruditie: 


of his titſt. Ihat ,Satzre upon our Author has, wic! 


ts other 3 been Dead long ſince and, 
| believe, the World would have quite forgot that 


Wo oo ceo In — 
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= canons 


Sir Richard Blackmore, + Creation, 4 Poem. 


eve 
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29 
ever it had any Being, had not Mr. SM ITH 


Vs . 
taken care to inform us of it in a * Work of a 
more durable Nature. 


Mr. founN PHILIPS. 


HowerveR, tho' there is this one unjuſt Ex- 
-eption to his Wrzizzgs, there is none to his Lyfe,, 
wich was diſtinguiſhed by a natural Goodneſs, 2 
well grounded and unaffected Piety, an univerſal 
Charity, and a Reddy Adherence to his Princi- 
ples, No one ob ſerved the natural and civil Du. 
ties of Life with a ſtricter Regard, whether thoſe 
of a Son, a Friend, or a Member of a Society; 
and he had the Happineſs to fill every one of theſe 
Parts without even the Suſpicion either of Un- 
©:ritulneſs, Inſincerity, or Diſreſpet. Thus he 

ntinued to the laſt, not owing his Vertues to the 
p pineſs of his Conſtitution, but the Frame of his 
ind; inſomuch that during a long and lingering 
\i*xnefs, which is apt to ruffle the ſmootheſt Tem- 
hie never betrayed any Diſcontent or Uncat;- 
neſs, the Integrity of his Heart fill preſerving 
e Clicerfulneſs of his Spirits. And if his Friends 


% meaſuxed their Hopes of his Life only Ey his 
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* 14:5 Poem to the Memory of Mr, hilips. 


KY Uncon- 
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Unconcernedneſs in his Sickneſs, they could not 
Þur conclude, that either his Date would be much 
longer, or that he was at all Times prepared for 
Death. 


He had long been troubled with a lingering Cu- 
Junption attended with an ,4fthma ; and the Sum- 
mer before he died, by the Advice of his Phyſici- 
ans, removed to the Bath, where, altho he had 
the Affiſtance of the ableſt of the Faculty, (by 
whom he was generally beloved) he only got ſome 
preſent Eaſe ; and went from thence, but with 
ſmall Hopes of a Recovery; and, upon the Re- 
turn of his Diſtempers, he died at Hereford the 
1:th, of February enſuing, Ann. 1708. 


Hr was interred in the Cathedral Church cr 
H-reford ; and the following Inſcription is upon 
his Grave-ſtone. 


JOHANNEs 


Oe ——— Las od wie ita 


9 _ ONE N n wy 
þ 4 3 =. © N 
<< ”» 
PF” 1 3 e 
e Ws with; © 


* 


8 TED NO 


"IF __ 


des; AL NES Simi dc N * =. 4 


> 
* 


< # 2 * * 
Bee tt = a, - p 


ETSY, 


* 


wow. 


Kin; 


—— - — + 


My, JoHN PHILIPS. 3 1 


| JOHANNES PHILIPS 


- * 5 Dom. 17 
m. Obiit 15 die Feb. Anno 32. 708. 
| N ' tat. {uz 3 2, 
Ct- 2 
ad | ö 
by BY 5 
oY : Crejus 
oh ? Offa ſi requires, hanc Urnam inſpice, 
.c- St Ingenium n dias, 1ſt Opera conſule, 
he EY 5 : 
1 Tumulum de/ideras,T emplum adi Weſtmonaſte- 


Qual: quantuſque Vir fuerit, (rienſe, 
Dicat elegans illa & praclara ; 
Quæ Cnotaphium ibi decorat 

Inſcriptio. 


„* 


- \ - * ; . * . 
Quam mterim erga C:onatus pius EF officioſus, 


Teftetur hoc ſaxitm 
A MARIA FHILIPS Matre ipſius prentiffond, 
Dilecit Filii Mæmicriæ non fine Lacrymis dicatum. 
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Tu Monument referred to at Weſtminſter, ir 
this Infcription, ſtands between thoſe of CHA!” 
CER and DRAYTON, and was erected to hi: 
Memory by Sir SIMON HARCOURT, | 
late Lord Chancellor; an Honour f> much tic 
greater, as procecding from One, who knows 3: 
well to diſtinguiſh Men, as excel them, and deal: 
out the Marks of his Reſpe& as impartially as tl 
Awards of his Juſtice. The Epitaph was writ 2 
Dr. FREIN D, in a Spirit and Style peculiar : 
his Com poſitions, 


Ti-refor lis vonduntur Oſſa, 
Hoc in Delubro flotuitur Imago, 
Frilanniam omnem pervagatur Fama 
[OHANNIS PHILIPS: 
Oui Viris boms docti ſq; juxta charus, 
Inimortalè fuum Ingenium, 
Eruditione nitltiplici excultum, 
Miro anti Canidore, 


Fri, 
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3 Eximid morum ſiinplicit ate, 
22 
AUK Hueſtauit. 
ti: ; 
»>T Lilterarum Amaniorun ſtim, 
i 
the Ouæm Wintoniz Puer ſentire coperat, 
'S a5 „ : 5 
ae — ter dis Chriſti Alummos qugtter explent, 
the In illo Muſarum Donncalio 
iy * : | 
1 Preclaris eAmulorun ſcudiis excttatus, 


Oſtimis ſcribend; Map iftris ſemper mtentus, 
Carmina ſermone Patrio couiteſuit 

A Cracs L atiniſq: fontibus feliciter deducta, 

Aiticis Romaniſq; auribus owmins dig ua, 

Ferſuum quit pe Harmoniam 
yt hui didicerat. 
Antique il, libero, Multiforni 
Ac res ipſas apto profurs, & altemperato, 
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Mr. Torn PHILIPs. 3% 


SIMON HARCOURT Miles, 
Viri bent de ſe, deque Literts merit; 
Quad viveret, Fautor, 

Put Obitum pre menos, 


Floc illi Saum pon doliuuit. 


e, R den N. N. .f. 


Durs STEPBANT, S. T. P. Archidiaconi 


dale, Filius natus eſt Baumtoniæ 
in Agro Oxon. Dec. 30. 1676. 


Obiit Herefordia. Febr. 15. 1708, 
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Tiivs much we thought proper to ſpeak of th- 
Tf; and Character of Mr. PHILIPS; tv. 
lowing Truth in every Part, and endeavourin: t 
make both Him, and his Writings, an Exam}: 
to others; or, if that cannot be attained throus! 
our own Defect, at leaſt to ſhew, that a Gs: 
Poet and a Good Man are not Names always 
eonfifient. 
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